
As winter approaches residents should take notice of the following; 
  

Make sure all outside garden hoses are removed from sillcocks 
 

Remove basketball hoops from edge of road 
 

Store all seasonal articles from the summer. 
 

If you haven’t put your name on the heat tape checklist, call the office. 
  
Remember there is no parking on the street during snowstorms; vehicles will 
be towed at your expense! 
  
Residents are encouraged to check their oil tanks for possible leaks. 



1. Skirting should be installed per the manufactur-

er’s instructions, keeping in mind to allow adequate 
ventilation so that odor or condensation problems do 

not occur. Make sure all drain lines from air condi-

tioner, heat pump, etc. drain to outside of home 

skirting. 

 

2. Close all access points in skirting to keep rodents 
and other wild animals from living under your home. 

 

3. Adjust storm door closures for proper closing ac-

tion and latch function to prevent excessive air infil-

tration. 
 

4. Vent the clothes dryer directly outside the home. 

Improper venting will contribute to major condensa-

tion problems in the home. 

 

5. Water lines should be protected by wrapping them 
first with an approved heat cable. Install the heat 

cable per the manufacturer’s instructions, which 

may vary according to the type of water riser in 

place. At the beginning of cold weather, check to be 

sure heat tapes are plugged in and in good working 
condition. If you are planning on being away for an 

extended period of time, it is best to shut off water 

supply completely. 

 

6. Make sure garden hoses are disconnected from 

outside faucets to allow freeze proof faucets to drain. 
 

7. Furnace filters should be installed and cleaned 

regularly (monthly) as air cannot pass through a 

dirty filter, thereby increasing your operating costs. 

8. Check for ice or snow buildup around your fur-

nace or water heater roof caps. It is important to 

keep this area open to provide for proper operation. 
 

9. During periods of severe cold, leave cupboard and 

closet doors open at night and when you are away so 

that heat may circulate in these otherwise cold areas. 

 

10. Check the underside of your home for any holes 
in the belly board. Be sure all heat registers are in 

working order and sealed. Replace any inoperative or 

damaged registers. 

 

11. On multi-section homes, make sure crossover 
pipe is installed to both halves of the home and are 

in good working condition. There should be no holes 

and no water in this pipe and it should be fully insu-

lated. 

 

12. Check to be sure heat tapes are plugged in and 
in good working condition. 

13. Fix all plumbing leaks to keep sewer line from 

freezing. Sometimes toilet tank leaks can be small 

and unobservable. To check tank for leak, tie the 

float up in the evening; and if the tank is lower in the 
morning, you will know that you have a leak. 

 

14. Keep any fuel tanks as full as possible to avoid 

freezing. Your Manufactured home manual will give 

you other tips that can be helpful in not only pre-

venting costly repairs associated with freezing, but 

also to enhance the energy efficiency of your home.  

PREPARING YOUR HOME FOR WINTER 
 

Preparing your manufactured home for winter is not 
much different than that of a home built on site. Howev-
er, there are some preparation and maintenance tips 
listed below that may be unique to a manufactured 
home. The following items are some suggestions for 
maintaining your home.  You should always consult 
your manufactured home owner’s manual for specific 
instructions. 

November 16-17 

USM Fall Show 

37 College Ave., Gorham 

11-16:  10a - 4p 

11-17:  10a - 3p 

November 2 

WCA Holiday Fair 
Windham Christian Academy 

1051 Roosevelt Trail, Windham 

9a- 3p 

November 29-30 

Bonney Eagle Craft Fair 

700 Saco Rd., Standish 

11-29:  9a - 4p 

11-30:  9a - 3p 

November 9-10 

Annual Holiday Craft Fair 

Windham-Raymond 

Athletic Boosters 

406 Gray Rd., Windham 
9a - 3p (both days) 

November 23-24 

Maine Made Crafts Annual Craft Show 
Portland Elks Lodge #188 

1945 Congress St., Portland  

9a - 4p (both days) 



RENT PAYMENT OPTIONS 

 

A reminder to Residents that there are multiple op-
tions to make your rent payments, even if the office 

is closed or operating under limited hours; 

 

AUTOMATIC PAYMENT:  You fill out a form that al-

lows the office to make your payment for you on the 

date of your choosing, (first to fifteenth), and from 
the account of your choice.  

 

DROP OFF A CHECK:  You can drop  a payment off 

in the lock box slot on the left side of the clubhouse 

door.   
 

ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION: You can request an 

emailed link to our online payment option, and you 

can make a payment anytime you choose. 

 

SET UP A PAYMENT OPTION WITH THE OFFICE: 
You can call the office and add a payment option to 

your account. You then can call or email the office 

each month when you want me to run the payment 

for you.   

FRIENDLY VILLAGE CLUBHOUSE 

Available  for private functions 
 

Residents are required to provide a $15 cash deposit 

for the key and $100 cash or check for the cleaning 

deposit at the time of booking the clubhouse.  
 

Deposits will be refunded in full when the key is re-

turned and the clubhouse has been cleaned with fur-

niture back in it’s original placement. 
 

All the trash generated during the event must be re-
moved from the clubhouse by the resident.  
 

Failure to follow these steps will result in forfeiture of 

the deposits. 

2025 DOG REGISTRATIONS 

 

You can register your dog for 2025 in the Gorham 
Town Clerk's office or online now until January 31, 

2026. 
  

After January 31, 2025, a $25.00 late fee per dog will 

be added to your registration.  Please bring the cur-

rent Rabies Certificate and Spay/Neuter Certificate 

with you to register your dog.  Once licensed, please 
bring your proof to Michelle at the Friendly Village 

office to update our files.  
 

Proof of current inoculations for 

dogs and cats is required yearly.  
  

We do work with the Animal Con-

trol Officer, Scott Nystrom, to 

identify animals in the park that 
are not in compliance with Town 

and Park rules.   

SELLING YOUR HOME 
 

If you are thinking about selling your home, a re-

minder that Residents are 

required to give us 30 days 

notice and need a letter of 
approval to sell from the 

office. Please contact the 

office to schedule a time for 

John to come out and in-

spect the home . 
  

He will look over the home 

to make sure the oil tank is in good condition, and 

that the home has working smoke and carbon diox-

ide detectors, etc.  This needs to be done before going 

on the market per Community Guidelines clause #9. 
 

We are happy to recommend some brokers to sell 
your home through, if you are interested call the of-

fice. 

November 29 

Monument Square 
Tree Lighting 

Monument Square, Portland 

1 - 5:30 p.m. 

November 27 

Crafternoon: 
Leaf Suncatchers 

Walker Memorial Library 

800 Main St., Westbrook 

3 - 4 p.m. 




